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MGNREGA ‘SCAM’ IN BHARUCH

Another FIR registered against two
agencies; political slugfest ensues

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, MAY 31

FOLLOWING TWO FIRs lodged in
Dahod district for alleged scams,
worth Rs 71 crore, under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) - in which two sons
of Gujarat Minister of State for
Panchayat and Agriculture,
Bachubhai Khabad — Kiran and
Balvantsinh — were also ar-
rested, the Bharuch district po-
lice on Saturday booked two Gir-
Somnath based agencies for
allegedly a similar MGNREGA
scam of Rs 7.30 crore.

The development led toa po-
litical slugfest with Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLA Chaitar Vasava
alleging that the Bharuch agen-
cies were linked to Congress
leader Hira Jotva even as the lat-
ter refuted the allegations.

The FIR lodged by the
Assistant MGNREGA account of-
ficer PU Chaudhary of the
Bharuch  District  Rural
Development Authority against
Veraval-based Jalaram
Enterprises, owned by Piyush
Nukani and  Murlidhar
Enterprises by Jodha Sabhad
states that the agencies allegedly
defrauded the state government
of Rs 7.30 crore.

“The irregularity relates to
MGNREGA projects in Amod,
Jambusar, and Hansot talukas of
the district... As per the process,
e-tendering was undertaken to
procure materials... As per the

AAP MLA Chaitar Vasava (left) alleged that the Bharuch
agencies were linked to Congress leader Hira Jotva, who has
denied the allegations. Express

provisions, works above Rs 5
lakh can be sanctioned by the
Executive Engineer while for
works under Rs 5 lakh... can be
taken from the Deputy Executive
Engineer. As per the complaint
received from an infrastructure
company, the two agencies con-
tracted to supply material had
passed bills in violation of ten-
der conditions...,” states the FIR.

The FIR states that following
a detailed investigation into the
complaint, it was found that in
works of building roads in vil-
lages of Jambusar, Amod and
Hansot talukas, inflated bills of
material supply were presented
while only a small amount of
material was used.

“The bills put forth from
Jambusar were for 128.40 cubic
metres of material, while the ac-
tual material used was 28.32 cu-
bic metre (Cum) as against the
stipulated use of 103 Cum...” the
FIR states.

Similar discrepancies were

also found in 56 villages, with an
amount to the tune of Rs 7.30
crore. The FIR states that the
scam was carried out “in con-
nivance” with the government
officials, contractual MGNREGA
officials to “snatch away the daily
bread of the unemployed per-
sons who stood to benefit from
the MGNREGA projects” as well
as “for financial benefit, at the
cost of the state government ex-

chequer.”
On Saturday Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLA from

Dediapada in Narmada district,
Chaitar Vasava blamed Gir-
Somnath Congress leader Hira
Jotva for the scam, alleging that
the two agencies named in the
FIR were linked to Jotva.

Vasava said, “The FIR has
been lodged only for a scam of
Rs 7.3 crore... But if one checks
the accounts, only in a span of
about an year, payments of Rs 60
crore have been cleared to the
agencies. They have submitted

Three dead as SUV rams into truck
on Mumbai-Ahmedabad highway

Palghar: Three persons died and
two were injured after a speed-
ing SUV rammed into the rear of
atruckon Mumbai-Ahmedabad
National Highway in
Maharashtra’s Palghar district on
Saturday morning, police said.
The incident occurred
around 11:30am, said an official
of Manor police station, familiar
with the development.
ARenault Duster travelling at

high speed from Gujarat towards
Mumbai rammed into the rear
of a container truck, the official
added further.

The police identified the de-
ceased as Gloria Valles (73) and
Clayton Valles (43).

Accordingto the police, both
died on the spot, while the third
victim, Fabiola Valles (45), who
was also in the car, succumbed
to her injuries later.

The condition of the two in-
jured persons including a child
wias said to be critical.

“The SUV was completely
mangled in the collision.
Preliminary investigation sug-
gests the vehicle was speeding,”
said senior inspector Kailas Koli.

Traffic on the Mumbai-
bound side of the highway was
affected for some time due to the
accident. PTI
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NOTICE is hereby given that the 12" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Members of Adani
Energy Solutions Limited will be held on Wednesday, 25th June, 2025 at 12:30 p.m. (IST)
through Video Conference (VC) / Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the
businesses, as set out in the Notice convening AGM. The Company has already dispatched
the Integrated Annual Report for the financial year 2024-25 along with the Notice
convening AGM, through electronic mode to the Shareholders whose email addresses are
registered with the Company and/ or Depositories in accordance with the Circulars issued
by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs and Securities and Exchange Board of India.

The Integrated Annual Report along with the Notice of the AGM is also available on the
website of the Company at www.adanienergysolutions.com and on the website of Central

during the AGM.

votes again.

Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL) at www.evotingindia.com.

Remote e-voting and e-voting during AGM

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 108 of the Act and Rule 20 of the Companies
(Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as amended and Regulation 44 of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015, the Shareholders are provided with the facility to cast their votes on all
resolutions as set forth in the Notice convening the AGM using electronic voting system
(Remote e-voting') provided by CDSL. The voting rights of Shareholders shall be in
proportion to the equity shares held by them in the paid-up equity share capital of the
Company as on Wednesday, 18" June 2025 (‘cut-off date").

The remote e-voting period commences on Saturday, June 21,2025 at 9.00 a.m. IST and
will end on Tuesday, June 24,2025, at 5.00 p.m. IST. During this period, the Shareholders
may cast their vote electronically. The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by CDSL
thereafter. Those Shareholders, who shall be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM
facility and had not cast their votes on the Resolutions through remote e-voting and are
otherwise not barred from doing so, shall be eligible to vote through e-voting system

The Shareholders who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may also
attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their

Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes a Shareholder of the
Company after the Notice has been sent electronically by the Company, and holds shares
as on the cut-off date; may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to
helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com. However, if he/she is already registered with CDSL for

votes.

remote e-voting, then he/she can use his/her existing User ID and password for casting the

In case of any queries pertaining to e-voting, Shareholders may refer to the Frequently
Asked Questions ("FAQs") and the e-voting manual available at www.evotingindia.com
under help section or contact at 1800 22 55 33. In case of any grievances relating to
e-voting, please contact Mr. Rakesh Dalvi, Sr. Manager, at 25" Floor, A Wing, Marathon
Futurex. Mafatlal Mills Compound, NM Joshi Marg, Lower Parel (E). Mumbai - 400 013;
Email: helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com or aforesaid number.

The details of the AGM are available on the website of the Company at
www.adanienergysolutions.com CDSL at www.evotingindia.com, BSE Limited at

Place: Ahmedabad
Date: 31° May, 2025

www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com.

For, Adani Energy Solutions Limited

Jaladhi Shukla
Company Secretary

Registered Office: Adani Corporate House, Shantigram, Near Vaishno Devi Circle,
S.G. Highway, Khodiyar, Ahmedabad 382 421, Gujarat, India
Phone: 079-2555 7555 | Fax: 079-2555 7177

Website: www.adanienergysolutions.com | CIN: L40300GJ2013PLC077803

forged bills without even sup-
plying the materials. The bills are
unverified and also non-GST
bills... The MGNREGA scams are
(being carried out) under the
pressure of ministers and in con-
nivance with the local officers,
crores of rupees have been paid
to these companies...”

Vasava accused, “a veteran
Congress leader” for being the
mastermind in the MGNREGA
scam and said that Jotva — who
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls from Junagadh as a
Congress candidate — is directly
linked to the two firms booked
in Bharuch.

Vasava said, “We had said a
couple of days ago that the mas-
termind of the MGNREGA scam
(in Bharuch) is a top Congress
leader. Hira Jotva, who also con-
tested the Junagadh Lok Sabha
polls, isinvolved directly in these
two agencies as two men work-
ing with him have been made
proprietors in these agencies. An
amount worth Rs 400 crore has
been deposited in the accounts
in various districts, including
Narmada, Dahod, Panchmahal,
Chhota Udepur and even
Bharuch... The accounts must be
carefully probed into to unearth
the scam. We are not going to let
itslip by. If strict action is not ini-
tiated in this case, we will starta
public agitation.”

Refuting Vasava's allegations,
Jotva told this newspaper that
AAP was the “B-Team” of the BJP
and was indulging in mud-sling-
ing to benefit in the upcoming

Civil defence ock dril_ held across 33 Gujarat districts

it ol |

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MAY 31

THE SECOND civil defence mock
drill, which was postponed on
May 29, took place today across
all 33 districts in the state.

According to officials, this
particular exercise was con-
ducted in a more strategic and
organised manner. While black
outs and exercises were con-
ducted across all the border dis-
tricts including Kutch, Patan and
Banaskantha, the black outs
were imposed only at select lo-
cations in inland districts.

“In Ahmedabad, the mock
drill and accompanying black
outs took place only in the Army
Cantonment area in the city,and
justViramgam town in the rural
swathe of the district,” said
Collector Sujeet Kumar.

Senior civil defence officials
in Gujarat confided that this
mock drill, the second one after
the one conducted on May 7,
was carried out with specific ob-
jectives and taking into consid-
eration high risk areas and pos-
sible targets for potential air
attacks.

In the coming days, the gov-
ernment has asked for a compre-
hensive report to be prepared on
the outcome of the exercises so
that the preparation levels can
be judged and better with each
iteration of future mock drills.

Following the horrific
Pahalgam attack on April 22,
India launched Operation
Sindoor on May 7, decimating
terror infrastructure in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir and Pakistan.
The two nations announced ces-
sation of hostilities on May 10.

Visavadar Assembly con-
stituency bypolls, where Gopal
Italia is an AAP candidate. Hira
Jotva told The Indian Express,
“Neither do the two agencies
booked in Bharuch for the MGN-
REGA scam belong to me nor to
any persons related to me...
What Chaitar Vasava s trying to
do s to distract people from the
actual probe going on against the
misdealings of people associated
with the BJP. This is because AAP
is working as the B team of the
BJP to win the Visavadar polls
with the BJP’s support. I say that
anyone involved in the MGN-
REGA scam anywhere should be
punished.”

Meanwhile, Gujarat Pradesh
Congress Committee (GPCC)
spokesperson Dr Manish Doshi
said that AAP had approached
Jotva — alocal influential leader
of the Ahir community — to back
Italia in the upcoming polls and
resorted to alleged attacks when
the Congress leader refused to
givein.

Doshi said, “The entire narra-
tive is being woven around the
Visavadar Assembly
Constituency. AAPis the B-team
of the BJP and is working to en-
sure that people are distracted
from the MGNREGA scam in
Dahod, in which the Panchayat
minister’s sons are involved... We
all know that the corruption and
irregularities are carried out by
BJP leaders and the moment
they come to light, the BJP starts
acampaign through someone to
divert attention.”

Lion cubs from
Gujarat make
their debut at
Jambu Zoo

Jammu: Kutki and Bhunki, the
first lion cubs of the Jambu Zoo
here, were exhibited to the pub-
lic almost three months after
they were born, a zoo official said
on Saturday.

The three-month old Asiatic
Lion cubs, born on March 5 to
their parents brought from
Gujarat after the inauguration of
the zoo, were displayed two days
back at an event marking its sec-
ond anniversary, he said.

One of the largest in north
India, the 163 hectares Jambu
Zoo in the Shivalik foothills was
opened to the public on May 29,
2023, attracting more than five
lakh visitors in past two years.

The foundation stone of the
zoo was laid at Nagrota on the
outskirts of the city along the
Jammu-Srinagar  National
Highway in September, 2016
aiming to make it a major attrac-
tion for animal lovers and
tourists.

The zoo official said that the
cubs became the major attrac-
tion for the visitors on May 29 as
this was for the first time that the
lion offsprings were on display.
The other attractions included a
live snake show and display of
live Brandt's Hedgehog, a new
discovery for India, the official
said.Two of the Hedgehogs were
recovered in Rajouri district last
year.The zoo boasts of 21 enclo-
sures housing a variety of
species, including lions, tigers,
common leopards, Himalayan
black bear, brown bear, spotted
deer, hog deer, and barking
deer.It also houses sambhar,
black buck, goral, crocodile,
gharial, porcupine, wild boar and
snake species among others. PTI

OPERATION SHIELD

Emergency rescue teams in action during a mock drill to prepare local authorities and the public for potential emergencies,
involving airstrikes and drone attacks, on Saturday. Personnel and residents take part during the drill in (clockwise from top
left) Ahmedabad, Jamnagar, Kutch and Gir Somnath. Mock drills were also organised in other parts of Gujarat under
Operation Shield, officials said. Express

we will take strict action.”

NO MORE FORCED PURCHASES

SURAT DISTRICT Education Officer Bhagirathsinh Parmar has
instructed all the schools in the district to not pressurise the
parents to purchase school stationery and uniform only from
fixed shops. Parmar stated that if any of the schools is found
involved in such a practice, strict action will be taken against
them. Surat DEO Parmar told The Indian Express, “We have got
complaints from the Surat Stationery Association against a
few schools being involved in such practices. We will send our
teams on a surprise visit and verify if any school is found guilty;,

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Court adjourns Bahubali
Shah’s bail plea till June 10

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MAY 31

A DESIGNATED court in
Ahmedabad Saturday adjourned
hearing on the regular bail appli-
cation moved by Bahubali Shah,
a director in the Lok Prakashan
Limited that runs Gujarat
Samachar, till June 10.

Shah was arrested by
Enforcement Directorate (ED)on
May 15 in connection with a case
of alleged money laundering that
the ED has been probing since
2023. Following his arrest, Shah
complained of uneasiness and
was shifted to a private hospital.

Shah has moved a regular
bail application before the court
of a special designated judge in
Ahmedabad.

Shah has moved a
regular bail application
before the courtof a
special designated
judge in Ahmedabad

The court had, on May 16,
passed an order to release Shah
on interim bail on health
grounds with conditions and
kept the matter on May 31.

Shah's lawyer Devang Vyas
said, “ED has filed a reply to our
regular bail application and we
need to respond to that reply.
And now the matter has been
keptonJune 10.”

Vyas added that the interim
bail granted to Shah on May 16
continues.

DIGITAL INVESTMENT FRAUD

2 held from Ahmedabad for ‘duping’ retired Army officer of Rs 41 L

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MAY 31

TWO MEN have been arrested in
an alleged high-stakes digital in-
vestment fraud in which aretired
Army officer was duped of Rs
41.45 lakh. The duo, identified as
Rahim Khan and Indra Kumar
Sahani, were allegedly duping
people under the guise of online
gold trading and were arrested fol-
lowing raids in Ahmedabad, po-
lice said on Saturday.

The case came to light when
the complainant, aretired colonel
residing in South Delhi, reported
that he had been lured into a bo-
gus digital gold trading platform
through WhatsApp.

The platform, hosted on a
website resembling a legitimate

The suspects used
WhatsApp with fake
identities, conducted
frauds from hotel
rooms in Ahmedabad

investment portal, allegedly
promised high returns. Initial in-
vestments were converted into
dollars at a fixed rate and dis-
played as profits on the website
dashboard, said police. As his
earnings supposedly grew, the
complainant was allegedly en-
couraged to invest more — he
eventually ended up losing Rs
41.45 lakh. However, when he
sought towithdraw his supposed
profits — now claimed to be over

Rs 1 crore — he was pressured to
pay an additional Rs 31.5 lakh as
"tax" before he could withdraw
any of his profits.

DCP, Southwest, Surendra
Choudhary, said that Rahim Khan,
“the alleged key operator, was in
contact with the Chinese nation-
als via a messaging application”.
“Using technical surveillance, dig-
ital footprints, and analysis of
money trail, the team identified
theaccused operating from differ-
ent hotels in Gujarat. The suspects
used WhatsApp with fake identi-
ties, conducted frauds from hotel
rooms in Ahmedabad, and dealt
with mule account holders from
across India who were broughtin
person to the hotels,” the DCP
added. An FIR was registered un-
der provisions of the BNS.

During raids, Indra Kumar

Sahani(36)wasapprehended and
found in possession of three mo-
bile phones. Further leads led to
the arrest of Rahim Khan (24),
who was also using two mobile
phones linked to the crime, said
police. According to the police, the
investigationrevealed that Sahani
had opened multiple current ac-
counts and sold them to the scam-
mers in exchange for commis-
sions.Meanwhile, Khan, acting as
a key facilitator, allegedly man-
aged mule account holders and li-
aised with Chinese operatives via
Telegram, said police. These oper-
atives reportedly controlled
Indian bank accounts remotely
using SIM-enabled devices with
special apps, turning them into
tools for cyber fraud.

“Indra Kumar Sahani opened
and supplied his account totheac-

cused persons. Later, seeing a
profit, he opened nine currentac-
counts specifically to be sold for
commission. He provided his ac-
count to co-accused Rahim Khan,
who used to facilitate and handle
mule account holders in
Ahmedabad and contacted global
operators through Telegram to
hoodwink the law enforcement
agencies...” explained DCP.
“Secret groups were made on
WhatsApp and Telegram and op-
erated through fake WhatsApp
numbers. Accused Rahim Khan
had booked a hotel, and account
holders fromall over India visited
and stayed there specifically for
the operation of their accounts
and to receive commission. The
accused Rahim Khan was in con-
tact with Chinese nationals
through Telegram,” he said.

. Ahmedabad
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